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Oldestpilot

touchesdown

The RAN'soldestpilot, CommodoreJ. A.
O'Farrell, retired recently

aftera careerof 37 years.

CDRE
O'Farrell joined as, an adult entry writer in

February, 1947.
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the 1983 Peter Mitchell
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Instructorof the Year

Award.

CPO Wray,a marine
technical

hull
specialist,

has been
an instructorsince November

1980 in the RAN NBCD School

HMAS PENGUIN,which is
the first instructional billet
postingof his career.

He joinedthe RAN in 1965

from Newcastle,NSW, and
highlights

of his careerhave
been two postings to HMAS
TARANGAU and as a member

of the Navy Display

Team.

Although originallynot a
volunteer for instructional

dutiesCPO Wray has
demonstrated

the abilityto perform

hisjobwellandsayshe looks

forwardto
continuing

his role
of

instructor

at. the NBCD
School,HMAS PENGUIN.

Sevenyearslaterhe was
at the centreof a UFO
sightingwhichstillremains

unexplained.
Whileflyinga SeaFury;

from NAS Nowraon August
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31, 1954,CDRE
O'Farrell

re
porteda UFO

sighting.

ProfessorJ. A. Hynek,

formerlychief scientific

consultant
to the U.S. Air

Force,recentlysaid this
was one of the few UFO
sightingshe couldnot
explain.

The Joint Intelligence

Organisation

holdsa fileon
this

sighting.

. .
The nextyearhe flew

rescuemissionsin
helicopters

duringfloodsat Maitland

and Dubbo.

He helpedrescuethe
crewof a civil

helicopter

that crashedin rough,
countryon the westcoastof
Tasmania

in J anuary, 1957.

Amonghis postings has
been commanderair and

fleet aviationin HMAS

MELBOURNE.

As directorof navalaviation

policy,he was
responsible

for the quick
replacement

of the Grumman

Tracker aircraftdestroyed

in a fireat HMAS
ALBATROSS
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in 1976.

CDRE O'Farrell(left) receives a
commendation

from the
Chiefof NavalStaff,Vice AdmiralDavidLeach.


